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The client and anyone working for or on behalf 
of the client are solely responsible for all design, 
safety and workmanship aspects of all works 
associated with this EPP. The Water Security 
Agency (WSA) may order the client to cease any 
or all work regarding this project if WSA finds 
the conditions are not being met, or the work 
is causing or may cause adverse environmental 
effects.

1.0 Purpose

This accepted environmental protection plan 
(EPP) outlines the project scope and conditions to 
follow when undertaking boathouse construction, 
alteration and repair activities within the bed, bank 
and boundary of a watercourse or water body. By 
following the EPP, impacts on a watercourse or 
water body can be minimized.

An EPP is a regulatory tool implemented by the 
Province of Saskatchewan that waives the need for 
an Aquatic Habitat Protection Permit to perform 
low-risk activities in or near water, reducing 
administrative delays for clients. All conditions 
under Section 3.0 must be met by clients or their 
representatives (e.g. contractors) to qualify for this 
EPP.

This EPP does not replace or supersede any 
approval, licences or authorizations, including 
building permits that may be required under 
municipal, provincial or federal legislation. The 
client is responsible for adherence to all such 
approvals, licences or authorizations that may be 
required.

Program Contact
Please contact WSA at 866.727.5420 
or client.service@wsask.ca if you have 
any questions about the EPP process 
or requirements.

Boathouse 
Replacement, 
Construction & 
Alteration
Environmental 
Protection Plan

To obtain development permits, safe 
building evaluation data or other water level 
information for your property, please contact 
your municipality office.

mailto:client.service%40wsask.ca?subject=
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2.0 Eligibility

2.1	 This EPP applies to boathouse 
replacement, construction, and alteration 
projects that involve one or more of the 
following eligible activities:

a.	 construction of a new boathouse fully located 
above the bank and within the owner’s 
property limits;

b.	 replacement or alteration of an existing 
boathouse that does not increase the 
footprint of the structure;

c.	 excavation and vegetation removal limited to 
the footprint of an existing boathouse; and/or

d.	 cast-in-place concrete work conducted above 
the bank. 
 
 
 
 

2.2	 The following boathouse activities 
are not eligible under this EPP and a permit is 
required:

a.	 construction of a new boathouse located 
below the bank or outside of the owner’s 
property boundaries;

b.	 replacement or maintenance of an existing 
boathouse below the bank that increases the 
footprint of the structure;

c.	 shoreline alterations to facilitate water access, 
such as bank re-sloping, vegetation removal, 
or the construction of boat launch surfaces 
or access structures (see Shoreline Alteration 
EPP);

d.	 cast-in-place concrete work on or below the 
bank; and/or

e.	 any other boathouse activity not listed 
above, please reach out to Client Service at 
866.727.5420.

Please be aware that dedicated lands (such as 
municipal, public and environmental reserves) 
often border shorelines. These dedicated lands are 
not an extension of a private property, but rather 
separately titled parcels of land administered by 
the municipality or Crown. Refer to section 4.0 for 
additional information.

Figure 1 – Boathouse located above the lake bank

Figure 2 - Graphics distinguishing bed, bank and 
boundary zones.
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3.0 Conditions 
3.1	 General 

3.1.1	 An EPP notification form must be completed 
and submitted to WSA before starting any work 
associated with this EPP. 

3.1.2	 All contractors must be provided a copy of 
this EPP prior to conducting any work and the EPP 
(paper or electronic copy) must be available 
on-site during construction for review by an 
Environment Officer. 

3.1.3	 This EPP expires two years following the 
date of notification by the client. Re-notification is 
required if work is not complete or further work is 
planned. 

3.2	 Solid Waste and Construction Debris                
Management 

3.2.1	 Any project debris entering the water or
that falls onto the ice must be removed.

3.2.2	 All refuse boathouse components, project 
debris and temporary structures must be 
removed from the site.

3.3	 Equipment or Heavy Machinery Use and 
Harmful Substances Management  

3.3.1	 Equipment or heavy machinery (if used)
must:

a.	 arrive at the site clean and free of fluid 
leaks;

b.	 be cleaned, fueled and serviced in a 
manner that will not contaminate the 
bed, bank or boundary of the watercourse 
or water body;

c.	 not enter the water under any 
circumstances; and/or

d.	 be located and operated from a stable 
location above the bank.

 
3.3.2	 Cast-in-place concrete is limited to the 
construction of the boathouse; no uncured 
concrete or associated wash water shall enter the 
water body.
 
3.3.3	 Hazardous substances such as fuels, oils, 
greases, paints and solvents must be stored in a 
manner that will not contaminate any water body 
or watercourse. Secondary containment capable 
of holding 110 per cent of the total product 
of volume is required when stored inside the 
boundary of a water body or watercourse.

3.3.4	 All stationary and portable fuel tanks, 
pumps and engines within 100 metres of a 
water body or watercourse must have secondary 
containment (e.g., a water pump and its fuel 
supply will be placed in a container capable of 
holding 110 per cent of the total volume of fuel 
and oils);

3.3.5	 Functional spill kits for clean-ups must be 
on-site and accessible. (section 4.0 for guidance)

Before beginning any work under this EPP, 
you must confirm you meet the eligibility 
requirements above and the conditions 
below by completing and submitting an EPP 
notification form to WSA. Pre-construction 
photos of the worksite must be submitted by 
email with the notification form. The total size 
of the email must not exceed 25 MB. Clients are 
advised that this EPP is only for aquatic habitat 
protection. An environment officer may attend 
the work site at any time to ensure that the EPP 
is being complied with.

Species at Risk: Self-screening using the 
Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre’s 
online platform, HABISask, should be 
performed before construction work starts to 
confirm there are no species at risk listed at the 
project location. Contact WSA at 866.727.5420 
for guidance if self-screening cannot be 
performed or if a threatened or endangered 
species is identified in HABISask or at your 
worksite. (see section 4.0)

https://wsask.ca/recreation-environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/environmental-protection-plan/
https://wsask.ca/recreation-environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/environmental-protection-plan/
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3.4	 Erosion Prevention and Site Rehabilitation
 
3.4.1	 Excavated and stockpiled material must 
be located above the bank (see Figure 2) and 
contained or managed so that the material will 
not enter any water bodies or watercourses. 

3.4.2	 Prompt, effective and permanent 
stabilization of exposed soils resulting from work 
activities must occur through revegetation or 
other erosion and sediment control measures. 
(see section 4.0 for guidance) 

3.5	 Change in the Scope of Work

3.5.1	 If the project changes in any way so that 
the eligibility criteria or conditions cannot be met, 
this EPP is no longer valid. Please contact WSA’s 
Client Service at 866.727.5420 so that further 
review and approvals may be carried out.

4.0 Additional Information

Natural shorelines are an essential part of a healthy 
aquatic ecosystem and include the areas above and 
below the water’s edge. Aquatic vegetation, rocks 
and woody debris provide important habitat for 
fish and other aquatic species, while protecting our 
shorelines from ice and wave erosion. Trees, shrubs 
and grasses provide habitat for wildlife, and protect 
shorelines and stream banks from ice, waves and 
other erosional forces. Vegetation even acts as a 
filter for surface runoff. People also use this near-
shore area as a public corridor.

When shorelines are disturbed either by 
development or natural causes, valuable fish and 
wildlife habitat can be lost and shorelines may no 
longer be able to function optimally. The impact 
of shoreline alterations is not confined to any one 
parcel of land. A water body benefits, or suffers, 
from the cumulative works and actions of all the 
users of that water body. Changes and disruptions 
to the shoreline area (both above and below the 
waterline) can add up, resulting in significant 
habitat loss and negative impacts to water quality.

Boathouses are by their very nature, shoreline 
structures, and need to be located close to the 
water. When located, designed and installed 
correctly, these structures can have a relatively 
low impact on shorelines. If done incorrectly, 
they can have a significant negative impact on 
our shorelines, fish populations and aquatic 
ecosystems. The design, placement and use of 
appropriate building materials for boathouses will 
help minimize the impact these structures have on 
shorelines and help maintain a healthy shoreline 
environment.

Municipal Bylaws and Dedicated Lands

Many municipalities and provincial parks have 
bylaws regulating boathouses on the shorelines, 
while others have minimum setback distances 
from which a structure can be built from property 
boundaries. It is essential that you are aware 
of your property boundaries and obtain any 
development permits or approvals from the 
appropriate authority before starting any work 
related to boathouse construction. 

Under this EPP, eligible work is limited to 
boathouse construction within your property 
boundaries, alterations and/or repairs to existing 
boathouses not contained entirely within your 
property boundaries with appropriate landowner 
permission. 

Scan for more information regarding 
shoreline development and dedicated lands.
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Please be aware that dedicated lands (such as 
municipal, public, and environmental reserves) 
often border shorelines (see the link: https://
www.wsask.ca/shoreline-development-and-
dedicated-lands/). These dedicated lands are 
not an extension of a private property, but 
rather separately titled parcels of land owned 
by the municipality or Crown. If you are unsure 
whether there is dedicated land along your 
shoreline, contact your municipality, Crown land 
administrator or WSA.

New Boathouse Location

Choosing an appropriate location for a new 
boathouse is an essential part of the planning and 
design process. Selecting a location that is above 
the top of the bank will minimize the potential 
impacts that the structure has on the shoreline. 
It can also help prolong the life of the structure 
by reducing the risk of frequent flooding and ice 
damage. 

It is recommended to assess your property and 
choose a location for your boathouse where the 
need for excavation and vegetation removal is 
minimal. Understand that the more work required 
to prepare your site for construction means that 
additional work will be required to stabilize your 
site during and after construction. Boathouse 
structures that are built too close to the shoreline 
can have a negative impact on the water body 
and may also require more maintenance and 
upkeep. The likelihood of frequent flooding or 
damage caused by waves or ice is higher the 
closer a boathouse is built to the shoreline.
 
Municipalities play a role in ensuring shoreline 
developments, such as boathouses, adhere to 
flood standards, while WSA can provide advice on 
expected flood levels and safe building elevations 
for a property. Be sure to engage these parties 
during the planning stage of your project to 
ensure you make an informed decision when 
choosing where to locate your boathouse. 

Design

Select a boathouse design that has a limited 
disturbance on the backshore area. When 
designing a boathouse, be mindful that the 
creation of private boat launches or launching 
surfaces on the shoreline is a practice that is not 
permitted. Utilize public boat launches or install 
low disturbance methods for accessing the water, 
such as boat tracks or rail systems. Design your 
boathouse with this in mind and be aware that 
if your design includes shoreline modifications 
outside the footprint of your boathouse, this EPP 
is not applicable, and you will need to discuss 
your project with WSA before moving forward.
 

Reporting Discharges (Spills)
 
Accidental discharges can occur on worksites. 
If a discharge happens, report it immediately 
by calling the provincial toll-free spill line at 
1-800-667-7525, available 24/7. For guidance 
on preventing hazardous substance discharges, 
visit WSA’s website at https://www.wsask.ca/
machinery-operation-hazardous-substances-and-
spill-containment/. 

Figure 3 – Boathouse rail system to access water

Scan for information on hazardous substances.

https://www.wsask.ca/shoreline-development-and-dedicated-lands/
https://www.wsask.ca/shoreline-development-and-dedicated-lands/
https://www.wsask.ca/shoreline-development-and-dedicated-lands/
https://www.wsask.ca/machinery-operation-hazardous-substances-and-spill-containment/
https://www.wsask.ca/machinery-operation-hazardous-substances-and-spill-containment/
https://www.wsask.ca/machinery-operation-hazardous-substances-and-spill-containment/
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Sediment and Erosion Control

Boathouse replacement, construction and 
alteration activities may cause soil disturbance, 
resulting in erosion of the soil and sedimentation 
when disturbed site areas are not appropriately 
stabilized before, during and after construction. 
Knowing how to choose, install and inspect 
proper temporary erosion and sediment 
control (ESC) measures will help proponents 
meet condition 3.3 as temporary ESC measures 
should be tailored to site topography, soil type 
and hydrology aspects associated with local 
runoff. Information on temporary ESC principles 
and recommended materials can be found on 
WSA’s website: https://wsask.ca/recreation-
environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/erosion-
and-sediment-control.

Species at Risk (SAR)

Developments and work activities can negatively 
impact species at risk. Taking steps to avoid 
impacts or altering your activities can help 
protect these species and the habitats they rely 
on. HABISask is a self-screening tool that can be 
used to view previous observations of a species 
at risk at specific locations in Saskatchewan 
and provides information on expected species 
occurrence. This information can be used to 
predict the likelihood of encountering SAR in 
the area (but does not preclude the existence of 
species in the area). The tool displays occurrences 
for species listed as Threatened or Endangered 
under the federal Species at Risk Act and those 
for which Saskatchewan Activity Restriction 
Guidelines for Sensitive Species have been 
developed. 

5.0 Duty to Consult Assessment 
 
Projects that meet the parameters outlined in 
this document have been assessed under the 
Government of Saskatchewan First Nation and 
Métis Consultation Policy Framework, 2023. Based on 
this assessment, these projects do not trigger the 
Duty to Consult under the provincial policy. (ref. 
Government of Saskatchewan First Nation and Métis 
Consultation Policy Framework, 2023).

Contact Us

	� 866.727.5420

	
 client.service@wsask.ca

Scan for the Saskatchewan Activity
Restriction Guidelines for Sensitive Species.

Scan for the Government of Saskatchewan 
First Nation and Métis Consultation Policy 
Framework, 2023.

Scan for information on erosion
and sediment control.

https://wsask.ca/recreation-environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/erosion-and-sediment-control
https://wsask.ca/recreation-environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/erosion-and-sediment-control
https://wsask.ca/recreation-environment/aquatic-habitat-protection/erosion-and-sediment-control
https://gisappl.saskatchewan.ca/html5ext/?viewer=habisask
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/s-15.3/page-10.html
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/79241
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/79241
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/79241
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/79241

